
 APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL 

CAPITAL CASES 
ATTORNEY LIST 

 The list that follows was compiled from questionnaires submitted to the Administrative Office of 

the Courts (AOC) by attorneys in accordance with Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 13. This list will 

be updated as new attorney questionnaires are received by the AOC. If you have questions 

regarding this list please contact the AOC Publications Coordinator at (615) 741-2687. 

DISCLAIMER 

 Please note that this is a self-reporting process. The AOC has not verified that the 

information submitted by attorneys is accurate. Therefore, prior to appointing an attorney to 

represent a defendant in a capital murder case, the court may wish to review the 

qualifications set out in the Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 13 and independently verify 

that the attorney is qualified to provide competent representation.



1District

Public Defender PhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Lead Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

William C. Donaldson Johnson City, TN  37604 423-434-6845 Y

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

William L. Francisco Johnson City, TN  37604 423-434-6845 Y

Douglas L. Payne Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-2220 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

Melanie Sellers Elizabethton, TN 37643 423-547-5861 Y

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Co-Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

William C. Donaldson Johnson City, TN  37604 423-434-6845 Y

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

William L. Francisco Johnson City, TN  37604 423-434-6845 Y

Douglas L. Payne Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-2220 N

J. Russell Pryor Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-0255 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

Melanie Sellers Elizabethton, TN 37643 423-547-5861 Y

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

7/16/2018
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Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Appellate Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gerald L. Gulley, Jr. Knoxville, TN  37902 865-934-0753 N

Douglas L. Payne Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-2220 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Post Conviction Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gerald L. Gulley, Jr. Knoxville, TN  37902 865-934-0753 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

7/16/2018
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Public Defender PhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Lead Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Andrew J. Gibbons Blountville, TN  37617 423-323-1220 Y

Douglas L. Payne Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-2220 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N
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William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N
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Co-Counsel
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Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N
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C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N
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William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N
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Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Appellate Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Post Conviction Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N
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Public Defender PhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Lead Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Co-Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

J. Russell Pryor Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-0255 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

Patrick Stegall Memphis, TN 38105 901-205-9894 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

7/16/2018



28District

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Appellate Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Post Conviction Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N
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29District

Public Defender PhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Lead Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Co-Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

J. Russell Pryor Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-0255 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

Patrick Stegall Memphis, TN 38105 901-205-9894 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

7/16/2018



29District

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Appellate Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Post Conviction Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

7/16/2018
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Public Defender PhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Lead Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Howard L. Wagerman Memphis, TN  38103 901-527-0644 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Co-Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

J. Russell Pryor Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-0255 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

Patrick Stegall Memphis, TN 38105 901-205-9894 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

7/16/2018



30District

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Appellate Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Harry E. Sayle, III Memphis, TN  38102 901-222-2835 Y

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Michael R. Working Memphis, TN  38104-2901 901-507-4200 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Post Conviction Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

7/16/2018
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Public Defender PhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Lead Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Co-Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Patience Branham Memphis, TN 38103 901-527-0644 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

J. Russell Pryor Greeneville, TN  37743 423-639-0255 N

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

7/16/2018



31District

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Appellate Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

Barry W. Kuhn Memphis, TN  38103 901-222-2815 Y

Gene G. Scott, Jr. Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-753-0460 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

William C. Talman Knoxville, TN  37901-0506 865-633-9060 N

C. Anne Tipton Memphis, TN  38103 901-529-8500 N

Public DefenderPhoneCity, State, ZipLast NameFirst Name

Post Conviction Counsel

Gregory D. Allen Memphis, TN 38013 901-572-7000 N

Paul J. Bruno Nashville, TN 37203 615-251-9500 N

Luke A. Evans Murfreesboro, TN  37133 615-896-4154 N

Claiborne H. Ferguson Memphis, TN 38103 901-529-6400 N

James A. Simmons Hendersonville, TN  37077 615-477-9987 N

7/16/2018
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